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1 Introduction

 The ministry of the 72 produced a specific supernatural outcome in the spiritual realm.
 Luke 10:18–20 (CSB) — 18 He said to them, “I watched Satan fall from heaven like lightning. 19

Look, I have given you the authority to trample on snakes and scorpions and over all the power of the
enemy; nothing at all will harm you. 20 However, don’t rejoice that the spirits submit to you, but
rejoice that your names are written in heaven.”

 The heavenly outcome of our earthly ministry matters to God!

 John 18:36–37 (ESV) — 36 Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not of this world. If my kingdom were of this
world, my servants would have been fighting, that I might not be delivered over to the Jews. But my
kingdom is not from the world.” 37 Then Pilate said to him, “So you are a king?” Jesus answered, “You
say that I am a king. For this purpose I was born and for this purpose I have come into the world—to bear
witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth listens to my voice.”

2 Developing a Proper Worldview of The Unseen Realm
 Ephesians 6:10–13 (ESV) — 10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. 11 Put on

the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the schemes of the devil. 12 For we do not
wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers
over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. 13 Therefore take up
the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand
firm.
 God calls us to tap into a supernatural power for victory over the enemy.

 The “Devil” is working strategies.

 “Rulers, Authorities, Powers”

 Darkness and evil authority regularly launch attacks from the unseen/spiritual realm.

 Genesis 1:26 (CSB) — 26 Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, according to our likeness. They
will rule the fish of the sea, the birds of the sky, the livestock, the whole earth, and the creatures that
crawl on the earth.”
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 Genesis 3:22 (CSB) — 22 The LORD God said, “Since the man has become like one of us, knowing
good and evil, he must not reach out, take from the tree of life, eat, and live forever.”

 “Our image” does not refer to a physical likeness of God but to the heart, mind, character,
freedom and creativity of who God is and all other created beings.

Psalm 82 A PSALM OF ASAPH.

1 God has taken his place in the divine council;
in the midst of the gods he holds judgment:

2 “How long will you judge unjustly
and show partiality to the wicked? Selah

3 Give justice to the weak and the fatherless;
maintain the right of the afflicted and the destitute.

4 Rescue the weak and the needy;
deliver them from the hand of the wicked.”

5 They have neither knowledge nor understanding,
they walk about in darkness;
all the foundations of the earth are shaken.

6 I said, “You are gods,
sons of the Most High, all of you;

7 nevertheless, like men you shall die,
and fall like any prince.”

8 Arise, O God, judge the earth;
for you shall inherit all the nations!

 Psalm 82 is a scene right-out of heaven—it reveals the actual backdrop to our reality.

 Who is this divine council?
 Elohim, the “Sons of God,” the “Princes”—they are Angels!

 Deuteronomy 32:7–9 (ESV) — 7 Remember the days of old; consider the years of many generations; ask
your father, and he will show you, your elders, and they will tell you. 8 When the Most High gave to the
nations their inheritance, when he divided mankind, he fixed the borders of the peoples according to the
number of the sons of God. 9 But the LORD’s portion is his people, Jacob his allotted heritage.
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 Daniel 10:10–14 (ESV) — 10 And behold, a hand touched me and set me trembling on my hands and
knees. 11 And he said to me, “O Daniel, man greatly loved, understand the words that I speak to you, and
stand upright, for now I have been sent to you.” And when he had spoken this word to me, I stood up
trembling. 12 Then he said to me, “Fear not, Daniel, for from the first day that you set your heart to
understand and humbled yourself before your God, your words have been heard, and I have come
because of your words. 13 The prince of the kingdom of Persia withstood me twenty-one days, but
Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me, for I was left there with the kings of Persia, 14 and
came to make you understand what is to happen to your people in the latter days. For the vision is for
days yet to come.”
 Daniel 10:18–21 (ESV) — 18 Again one having the appearance of a man touched me and

strengthened me. 19 And he said, “O man greatly loved, fear not, peace be with you; be strong and
of good courage.” And as he spoke to me, I was strengthened and said, “Let my lord speak, for you
have strengthened me.” 20 Then he said, “Do you know why I have come to you? But now I will
return to fight against the prince of Persia; and when I go out, behold, the prince of Greece will
come. 21 But I will tell you what is inscribed in the book of truth: there is none who contends by my
side against these except Michael, your prince.

 Notice in the story that the “Prince of Persia” withstood the angel sent to Daniel.

 What happens in the earthly realm is a reflection of the battle in the heavenly realm.

 Job 1:6–12 (CSB) — 6 One day the sons of God came to present themselves before the LORD, and Satan
also came with them. 7 The LORD asked Satan, “Where have you come from?” “From roaming through
the earth,” Satan answered him, “and walking around on it.” 8 Then the LORD said to Satan, “Have you
considered my servant Job? No one else on earth is like him, a man of perfect integrity, who fears God
and turns away from evil.” 9 Satan answered the LORD, “Does Job fear God for nothing? 10 Haven’t you
placed a hedge around him, his household, and everything he owns? You have blessed the work of his
hands, and his possessions have increased in the land. 11 But stretch out your hand and strike everything
he owns, and he will surely curse you to your face.” 12 “Very well,” the LORD told Satan, “everything he
owns is in your power. However, do not lay a hand on Job himself.” So Satan left the LORD’s presence.

 Notice again the phrase, “sons of God”.

 The term, “Satan,” is not a proper name; it’s more akin to one who is positioned as a
prosecutor.
 This angelic being’s job is to watch God’s creation and review what they are doing.



Zion’s River—The 72

3 The Implications of this Hierarchical Battle in Heaven
 Often, evil is just _______________…

 Your ____________________ are part of a larger battle in the spiritual realm.

 Ministry means more than inspiring people for their _____________ and bringing ____________
to their distress.

 The chaos and distress we see around us should bring out of us _______________________ and
________________.

 ________________________ is a reality of the battlefield.

 We need _______________________________—we need to see what God sees.

 When the ____________________________________ becomes the filter through which we read
scriptures and live our lives, it changes everything!

4 The Call to Stand on the “day of evil.”
 Establish yourselves in ______________________________—we need the Church.

 _____________________ is not really optional.

 Grow in your ______________________ for miracles, healing, leadership, service, etc.

 Minimize the influence of __________________ and the pursuit of ____________________.

 1 John 2:16–17 (ESV) — 16 For all that is in the world—the desires of the flesh and the desires of the
eyes and pride of life—is not from the Father but is from the world. 17 And the world is passing away
along with its desires, but whoever does the will of God abides forever.

 Warning: Don’t become overindulgent in the things of the _____________________________.


