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1 Introduction 
· The 72 is a layer in Jesus’ approach to discipleship
· The 1-3-12-72

Luke 10:1 (CSB) 
1 After this, the Lord appointed seventy-two others, and he sent them ahead of him in pairs to every town and place where he himself was about to go. 

· OUR MISSION: SHOW-UP WHERE JESUS WANTS TO SHOW-UP.
· OUR VISION: EQUIPPING DISCIPLES OF JESUS TO REVEAL THE GOSPEL OF THE KINGDOM IN REAL LIFE.


· Today, we will be dealing with the subject of Conspiracies in the Last Days.  Why?
· Conspiracies are a HOT topic!

· We have access to an inexhaustible amount of information.

· We live in a culture of extreme mistrust.
· In an atmosphere of mistrust, conspiracy theories abound to ensure our enemies are held in check.

· A Working Definition
· Conspiracy Theories = Convoluted speculative stories to demonize perceived opponents who are conspiring behind closed doors to ensure our demise.  The goal of such stories is to raise up a contingent of people to keep supposed evil in check.


· Conspiracies may be driving the Church’s movements more than we realize.
· When we’re more concerned with changing world systems than preparing the world to encounter Jesus, we become… 


2 The Problem of Conspiracies and Stories
1 Timothy 1:3–5 (CSB) 
3 As I urged you when I went to Macedonia, remain in Ephesus so that you may instruct certain people not to teach false doctrine 4 or to pay attention to myths and endless genealogies. These promote empty speculations rather than God’s plan, which operates by faith. 5 Now the goal of our instruction is love that comes from a pure heart, a good conscience, and a sincere faith. 

· False doctrine, myths (conspiracies), and pre-occupation with generational curses/blessings create speculative imaginations that subvert the true plans of God, and His Gospel.


· A Primary Goal of Apostolic Teaching: “Love that comes from a pure heart, a good conscience, and a sincere faith.”


2 Timothy 4:3–5 (NIV) 
3 For the time will come when people will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear. 4 They will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths. 5 But you, keep your head in all situations, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, discharge all the duties of your ministry. 

· Ignoring the predispositions of our speculative hearts brings dangerous outcomes.

· Confusion
· Disunity and Discord
· False Gospels
· Radicalization of fringe Christian groups
· Issue driven gospels
· Obsession with futuristic insights regarding the political landscape


3 Fruit Matters

Matthew 7:17–18 (NIV) 
17 Likewise, every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit. 18 A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, and a bad tree cannot bear good fruit. 

· The authority someone carries and what they say does not compensate for their fruit.


Romans 14:16–18 (NIV) 
16 Therefore do not let what you know is good be spoken of as evil. 17 For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking, but of righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit, 18 because anyone who serves Christ in this way is pleasing to God and receives human approval. 

· We are to make every effort to be known as those who do good.


Galatians 5:22–26 (CSB) 
22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, and self-control. The law is not against such things. 24 Now those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 25 If we live by the Spirit, let us also keep in step with the Spirit. 26 Let us not become conceited, provoking one another, envying one another. 

· The Spirit in us will not allow us to purposely provoke others unto wrath.



4 Checking Ourselves: What do Christians generally believe about the “Last Days”?
· See Matthew 24-25 as a summary.

· The Predictions that a Majority of Christians Believe about the Last Days:
· False gospels and false anointed ones will arise.
· Wars and rumors of wars will increase.
· Environmental disasters will increase.
· Disease will increase.
· Evil will increase.
· Love will decrease and grow cold, even in the church
· The antichrist will rise.
· A one world government under the antichrist and his prophet will come into power.
· Christians will be persecuted.
· The Rapture will initate the Great Tribulation, and Christians will escape the horrors of these days.
· AND then…Armageddon, the Millenial reign of Christ, and the final judgment of all things.



· The prophetic predictions of the Last Days were never meant to give you a strategic road map to make war with the world or defend our own territory.


· Jesus never follows up His prophetic teaching with instructions on how to defeat the enemies He predicted will come!


5 The Good and Bad News of the Rapture
· Is the Rapture going to happen? YES!

1 Thessalonians 4:16–17 (CSB) 
16 For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the archangel’s voice, and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are still alive, who are left, will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord. 

· The Good News: this world does not have the final word over my life!


· The Bad News: it stirs our subconscious imagination about how to protect our lives, right now.


· Jesus (and the Apostles) never taught about the 2nd Coming of Christ as a way of escaping the “final hour.”
· Jesus’ primary teaching: Everything in history is moving toward a final hour, therefore, “Be ready!”


· The Deception of the Modern Conspiracies Nullifies the Promise of Jesus’ Return.
· It forces us to impose upon the world a Kingdom culture.


6 What did Jesus (and the Apostles) give us for our prophetic understanding of the Last Days?
· After Jesus teaching on the Last Days, He gives us three parables about living under the shadow of End-Time Teaching.
· Matthew 25:1-13 — Parable of the Ten Virgins
· Matthew 25:14-30 — Parable of the Talents
· Matthew 25:31-46 — Parable of the Sheep and the Goats

· The three parables together give us a picture of how we operate as we move into the Last Days.
· Are we full of the oil of the Presence of God?

· Are we using the gifts and resources the King has given to increase His work?

· Are we loving as Jesus did—supplying the needs of the most vulnerable.

2 Peter 3:17–18 (CSB) 
17 Therefore, dear friends, since you know this in advance, be on your guard, so that you are not led away by the error of lawless people and fall from your own stable position. 18 But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be the glory both now and to the day of eternity. 

· Protect yourself from “lawless people.”

· Are you growing in “grace” and “knowledge”?

· We could summarize this way:
· End-time teaching strengthens us to stand strong in our faith when things will be pulling us in all kinds of directions.

· End-time teaching encourages us that all things are in God’s hands when things go awry.

· End-time teaching reminds us of our mission in the midst of chaos.


7 What is God’s actual calling to the Church of the Last Days?
· A Big Question that We All Should be Asking.

Matthew 6:24 (NIV) 
24 “No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love the other, or you will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money. 


· The mission of Jesus is greater than any other agenda!

Mark 1:14–15 (CSB) 
14 After John was arrested, Jesus went to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God: 15 “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near. Repent and believe the good news!” 


· Matthew 25 – A Mission Statement for the Last Days


· Jesus came as a Physician.

Luke 19:10 (NIV) 
10 For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.” 


· The Call of God is to preach the Gospel of the Kingdom and “make disciples of all nations!”

Matthew 28:18–20 (CSB) 
18 Jesus came near and said to them, “All authority has been given to me in heaven and on earth. 19 Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe everything I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 

